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APPENDIX A.
THE EARL OF ESSEX'S MORALS:   A  "STANDARD"  ANECDOTE
EXAMINED.
la 1851, in the Chetham Society's volume " Cardinal Allen's Defence," etc., etc. (E.E.,
under date, 1587), the editor, Thomas Heywood, F.S.A., after touching upon the alleged
susceptibility of Robert Earl of Essex where women were concerned, added (p. xv) the follow-
ing note:
"(2) Von Raumer's Historisches Taschenbuch n.f. I.B. The visit of Truchess's wife, the
beautiful Agnes dc Mansfeldt, to London, her lodging with Essex, and Elizabeth's indignation,
deserve to be transferred from this account of the ex-Archbishop of Cologne to our own histories."
In the 85 years since this paragraph was printed, much has been written as to Essex's
supposed amorous misdemeanours; but apparently the " Historisches Taschenbuch " of F. von
Raumer has never been translated. Let us see what are the happenings as to the wife of the
Elector of Cologne which " deserve to be transferred . ... to our own histories."1 Before
plunging into the picturesque narrative, the English reader may be reminded that Electoral
Princes, under the Holy Roman Empire (Germanic), were those entitled to a vote at the election
of the Emperor. As the Electors of Cologne were also Archbishops, the Electoral succession
was not from father to son but oftener from uncle to nephew. After the Elector of Cologne,
Gebhard Truchsess, joined the Protestant Church, when his marriage was announced, the
Emperor and every Catholic derided his alleged spiritual reasons for rebellion against Rome.
" Gebhard," dispossessed as Elector of Cologne, " gave over the remainder of his army
to the States General," says Von Raumer, " and repaired to the Court of William of Orange,
at Delft (26 April); who offered him and his [wife] Agnes a friendly welcome, and a suit-
able establishment at the Hague	"
"Soon after" this, the Prince of Orange was murdered; "July 10, 1584." The Elector
walked in the funeral procession as one of the chief mourners, escorting Count Maurice of
Nassau, the late Prince's second son. Immediately afterwards, the Elector, " the poor forsaken
one," begged the assistance of the Queen of England,
"whom the persecuted Protestant Church always considered as its protectress. He wrote
her an imploring letter; but although he received 2000 thalers from the British Minister,
he was severely reprimanded in a letter from the maiden Queen, for the unworthy
motives of his attempts at Reformation. [Elector] Truchsess declared in his petition that
he 'had left the Roman pagan worship in order to save his and his people's consciences,
and that he would surely have succeeded ... if help had not been refused him on all sides.'
As against this he received the following answer which showed traces of annoyance and
irritation:
iprom "Historisches Taschenbuch (Neu ausgegeben von Friedrich von Raumer. Neue Folge. Jahre 1.
(1840). Part o£ Item I: "Gebhard Truchsess von Waldburg, Kurftirst und Erzbischof von Koln.
Von F. W. Bcrthold." Sechtes Capitel, pp. 69-73. B.M. P.P. 3625).

